
Westminster Community Association 
DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES 

(First Adopted ___ 2007) 

(January/ February 2019) 

These Design Review Guidelines (Guidelines) have been created to help maintain 
the integrity of the Westminster community as developed by its builders. It is not 
the intent of these Guidelines to judge what is beautiful or not beautiful, but to 
coordinate, encourage and maintain architectural compatibility within the 
Community. 

These Guidelines are intended as an overview of the process to be followed by 
the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) whenever a proposal to modify an 
existing Lot, Living Unit or Neighborhood Common Area is submitted. 
Requirements and restrictions on the use of your Lot and/or Living Unit are 
explained in Section 5 (General Covenants and Use Restrictions) of the Amended 
and Restated Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions and Easements, 
for Westminster Community Association, Inc. (the Declaration), which should be 
referred to for the specific requirements that pertain to your Lot or Living Unit. 

These Guidelines assume that any and all "currently in place" variances, 
alterations, additions and landscape improvements made to Lots, Living Units or 
Neighborhood Common Areas, as of the date of turnover (Sept 27, 2006) by US 
Home to the Westminster Community Association (the Community Association) 
were officially approved. However, should the ARC, in its effort to promote 
cohesiveness and continuity among the Lots, Living Units and Neighborhood 
Common Areas, feel the need to question a previous Declarant's approval for a 
particular variance, failing to provide sufficient proof may be grounds for 
requesting an Owner to alter the variance in accordance with these Guidelines in 
order to achieve architectural compatibility within the Community. 

Any undefined terms used in these Guidelines shall have the same meaning as 
found in Section 1 of the Declaration. In case of any conflict or ambiguity 
between the provisions of these Guidelines and the Declaration, the Declaration 
shall control. 

These Guidelines cover the following aspects of your Lot or Living Unit: 
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ct) Lawn must be regularly cut and mulched areas regularly re- mulched. 

e) Prior to occupancy of any residential unit of any lot or unit, there shall be installed an automatic 
underground lawn irrigation system. Each owner shall be responsible for maintenance and repair of their 
irrigation system. Coverage of the system is required from the back of the paved street to the property line 
or lake edge.

f) ARC approval is required before installing any lawn furnishings. The ARC will evaluate all proposed or 
installed exterior decorative objects solely in terms of design, execution, and general appropriateness in 
order to prevent such objects from having a significant negative impact on adjoining homes, the 
neighborhood setting and the Westminster Community at large. The ARC will not judge the individual 
artistic merits of any object, but rather will make its evaluation solely on the object's impact.

All approved lawn furnishings must be placed in an existing planting bed contiguous to the house or 
garage. No lawn furnishings may be placed on the gross in the front yard, with the exception of holiday 
decorations and approved For Sale or For Rent signs. Planting beds shall include not less than 2 feet and 
not more than 4 feet adjacent to the foundation of each side, front and rear of the home. This shall apply 
also to homes with rear lanais. Front landscape beds may exceed this distance from the foundation, but 
must be completed in good taste and with the approval of ARC. 

Decorative items may not exceed 18" x 36" and should be aesthetically pleasing and must be placed in 
existing planting beds contiguous to the house. 

Decorative flags may be no larger than 24" x 40" and should also be aesthetically pleasing. 

American flags ore exempt and are included in existing covenants and ARC Guidelines. 

Game day flogs may be erected in existing planting beds contiguous to the house or on flag poles 
attached to the house. They may be displayed on game day and must be removed within 48 hours 
afterwards. (This is in our guidelines already p.15, (h) 

Political signs ore not permitted under any circumstances. 
No bird feeders of any kind are allowed on the property. 

g) All hedges, shrubs, and trees must be properly trimmed and maintained as determined by the ARC

h) Trees and branches must be trimmed with a clearance of seven (7) feet over sidewalks and fourteen
(14) feet over streets.

i) All non-native, invasive plants must be removed. See Addendum B.

j) Shrubs which obstruct vision sight lines at driveways, street intersections and on corner lots are 
dangerous for vehicular traffic and are prohibited.

k) Any tree or plant may be used in landscaping except those on the list of unapproved Landscape? Plant
materials in Addendum "B".

m) Removal of any tree with a trunk diameter greater than 3 inches must have the approval of the ARC,
unless it is diseased, dead or replaced by an identical specimen. The ARC may require the Owner to
replace the removed tree or trees.

n) Vegetable Gardens: The ARC views this as a landscaping issue and should be considered on an
individual basis.
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except that this prohibition shall not apply to those antennae specifically 

covered by 47 C.F.R. Part I, Subpart 5, Section 1.4000, as amended, 

promulgated under the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, as 
amended from time to time. 

b )The Community Association may adopt and enforce reasonable rules 

limiting installation of permissible dishes or antennae to side or rear yard 

locations, not visible from the street or neighboring properties, and 
integrated with the residence and surrounding landscape, to the extent that 
reception of an acceptable signal would not be unlawfully impaired by such 

rules. 

Shutters 

a)Any permanent hurricane or other protective devices (i.e. roll-up shutters,

accordion shutter, coroplast panels) visible from the outside of home or unit
shall be of a type as approved by the ARC, and in accordance with

guidelines as promulgated by the ARC. No such devices shall be installed
without the prior written approval of the ARC.

b)Shutters must be clear, white, a neutral color or as close to the exterior
color of the home as possible, and must be approved by the ARC.

c)lf plywood/impervious materials are used for hurricane protection, they may
not be installed prior to a National Weather Service hurricane warning, and

must be removed within 72 hours of the expiration of the warning.

d)No fabric, including Kevlar, shutters will be allowed on the exterior of the
house, with the exception of inside of the lanai.

Air Conditioners 

a) Wall or window air conditioning or heating units are not permitted.

b) Compressors and fans for central air conditioning or heat pump systems
which are located outside the exterior of the building shall be adequately
landscaped with natural landscaping that maintains its green year round to prevent 
being viewed from any street.

Pools, Spas and Screen Enclosures 
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the homeowners are considerate of their neighbors when choosing a location for the installation, 

direction, and intensity of the lighting. 

Flags! Flagpoles 

a)Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Declaration, an Owner may display one

portable, removable United States flag or official flag of the State of Florida in a respectful 

manner. 

b) On Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, and Veterans Day homeowner

may display portable, removable official flags, not larger than 4.5 feet by 6 feet which 

represent the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard. (Florida 

Statutes, Title XL 720.304) 

c)A flagpole, for display of the American Flag only, may be permitted if its design and location

are first approved by the ARC. 

d)An approved flagpole shall not be used to mount an antenna. (This provision is intended to

protect residents from unreasonable interference with television reception, electronic devices, 

and the operation of home appliances, which is sometimes caused by the operation of ham 

radios, CB base stations or other high-powered broadcasting equipment. 

Garages, Driveways and Walkways 

a)Conversions of garages to living space or other uses are prohibited, even though same are

not readily apparent from the exteriors of applicable Units. 

b)Materials used for driveways and walkways must be concrete. brick or paver blocks. Any

changes from the original installation MUST be approved by the ARC. (This includes the 

painting of any driveway or walkway.)

c) Stamped concrete driveways may not be painted a solid color. An appropriate sealer must be used to restore the 

original color. .

d)Pavers may not be painted a solid color but must be cleaned and sealed according to paver manufacturer's directions. 

e)Walkways from the driveway to the front door must be the same color as the driveway.
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